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St. Odilia School 

 

 
 
 
 

It is the mission of Saint Odilia Catholic School to educate the whole child:  
spiritually, academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.  

 
 

Each child will develop a clear Catholic identity, an understanding of the  
Gospels’ call to service, and an appreciation for the larger community.  

 
 
 

Our faculty, staff, and curriculum promote a love of learning  
and respect for self and others. 

Preschool-8th Grade 



Dear Family and Friends of St. Odilia Catholic School: 
 
Looking back on the 2018-2019 school year, it can be said with all certainty that we have much to be proud  
of and thankful for as a school community. Our students continued to excel academically and spiritually in  
a whole-child learning environment. This is a result of our outstanding faculty and staff, as well as the  
positive partnership that has been developed between our parents and staff. 
 
As I’ve said before, we are an excellent school, which is why I am okay with where we are, but I am not  
okay staying there. This continued commitment calls for us as individuals to grow in our faith and knowledge.  
Our passion, our purpose, and our perseverance will lead us to the excellence we continually seek. 
 

This year’s theme was Growth: Growing in Faith, Academics, and Character. We all can and need to grow, and these are pretty  
important areas to grow in. The reality is that we are all responsible for improving our lives and to never stop loving God and expressing 
His Grace towards others. As a school community and in each classroom, we discussed how we can be more like Jesus when He said  
“I AM,” which lays out a pathway for us to one day be with Him in eternal happiness.  
 
Regarding academic growth, we believe that good grades are not the sole goal, but rather understanding and delivering on that  
understanding is. It’s not good enough just to know the answer, I want your children to understand why they got that answer. 
 
Finally, as you know, something near and dear to my heart is growing in our character and integrity. We grew in this area as a result  
of sustained efforts in prayer, as well as the practice of “being the nice kid,” by showing grace, compassion, and empathy to all.  
 
Over the course of this year, some of our most notable accomplishments include: 

 We increased enrollment for the third year in a row!  
 Welcomed 40 new transfer students into our school community and 150 students over the past five years. 
 We developed successful marketing strategies that resulted in an increase in enrollment of 70 students with waitlists in four  
   grades next year. 
 We achieved a 97% retention rate amongst current students - the highest we have recorded in years. 
 Over 60% of our students met or exceeded their growth projection in Math; the national average is 50%. Did you know that 
   we have nearly doubled the percentage of students who met their growth projection in Math in four years? 
 We welcomed over 700 family and friends for “Lunch with a Loved One.” 
 We raised over $200,000 through the Marathon and BLOOM! 
 We hosted three student retreats throughout the year covering the topics of courage, kindness, and leaving a legacy. 
 We added a faith component to the teacher Professional Development Plan. 
 We continued to focus on Catholic Social Justice Teachings by having each grade choose at least one thing the class will do  
   during Lent to serve others. 
 We prepared our students for success in high school and beyond! Graduates of St. Odilia have the highest cumulative GPA and  
   the highest ACT score amongst any other group of students at local Catholic high schools AND our graduates that attend  
   Mounds View have an ACT score 5 points higher than the state average. 
 We added a STEM class for students in grades K-5 that meets weekly. 
 We upgraded our Enrichment Program by researching and purchasing a new curriculum. 
 We used our curriculum mapping system to develop a review system to ensure we are meeting/exceeding the standards and  
   avoiding unnecessary gaps or overlaps. 
 We amended the 4-8 grade scale to reflect a fair, yet still challenging scale. 
 We created a consistent K-3 Report Card. 
 We created a letter to parents sent out before school starts that provides context about some general expectations the  
   students and parents can have while in that grade so that everyone can be on the same page from day one.  
 We had our first ever student-led musical Willy Wonka Jr.  

 
The success that our school has enjoyed over the past year would not be possible without the continued partnership and ongoing  
commitment of our faculty, staff, parents, parishioners, and most importantly our outstanding students. Thank you for your continued  
commitment and support of our school. Finally, thank you for entrusting your child to us this year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Brian Ragatz, Principal  

 

 

 

From the Principal  

 



 

ey  

Student Survey 

Student Survey Results 

 100% of our students feel safe at St. Odilia School. 

 96% of our students responded that they have not recently  

experienced bullying at school. 

 96% of survey responders said that they had at least 2 good  

friends in their grade and 77% said that they had more than 3! 

At St. Odilia we are always interested in how students are feeling at school and how  
we can improve. We ask questions to either affirm what we are doing is working or  
help us amend to something that is more effective. 

In May, we asked all students in grades 5-7 to complete a survey about what they like,  
how they feel being here, and how we can get better. Here are the results:  

If there is one thing you can change to make our school better, what  
would it be (within reason)? 
   1) Nothing-I love this school!                            2) Less Homework / More Work Time 
   3) More kindness themed weeks/retreats     4) Better Lunches 
   5) Longer Recess 

We also asked students what they wanted us to know about them right now. It  
was a way for us to connect with students on a deeper level and formulate positive  
relationships with our students and staff. We plan to continue to do this quarterly in 2019-2020. Although we are pleased 
with the overall results, we want to continue to seek and implement ways to make sure all our students feel connected and 
happy at St. Odilia. 

In the past few months, have you felt bullied at St. Odilia? Being 
bullied is defined as one or more people intentionally and repeatedly 
intimidating, threatening, or hurting you emotionally or physically. 



 

 

FUNdraising 

St. Odilia has two main fundraisers each year: Marathon in the fall and BLOOM! in the spring. We certainly like to put the FUN 
in fundraising, bringing our community together for the greatest cause: our children!  
 

Parent Action Association (PAA) General Fund 
The PAA raises funds through our community events such as Davanni’s Family Night, Culver’s Night, as well as proceeds from  
Spirit Wear, soccer field concessions, Amazon Smile and the School Store. These opportunities raised nearly $5,000. These 
funds were used for staff appreciation, the flower pots outside the school, hospitality, school community gatherings,  
and the support of our Child of Light program. In addition, funds raised through the PAA help offset the cost for students to  
learn outside the classroom. 
 
 

Marathon 
The St. Odilia Marathon is a community fundraiser with events for the whole family!  
 

Where do the funds go? The funds raised help offset the cost of tuition and pay for many school enhancements. Funds  
are invested back into our school, its teachers, and of course our kids. Here are a few ways Marathon funds were used  
in 2018-2019: 
 

For our school, we used the money to purchase our online conference scheduler, the app for the online directory, marketing  
materials, new mulch for our playground, classroom supplies and furniture, our new Enrichment curriculum, the Keyboarding 
Without Tears computer program, Learning Ally –  
a program that reads books to children with dyslexia or  
other reading  disorders, and robots for our STEM class. 
 

For our teachers, the Marathon money was used for  
professional development, enrichment in the classroom, 
staff appreciation days, and reimbursements for teachers 
so that they do not need to use their own money for  
classroom supplies. 
 

For our kids, the money was used to fund our Courage, 
Kindness, and Leaving a Legacy retreats, the ExploraDome  
(mobile planetarium exhibit) and much more! 
 
 

BLOOM!  
Did you know that BLOOM! has raised over $850,000 for our school since 2013? What a remarkable accomplishment in the 
first six years of this wonderful event where every dollar raised has gone right back into our school to help our students.  
This past year we had more people in attendance than ever and raised over $150,000! It is my prayerful hope that you will 
help us continue this effort and support our school again in 2020! 
 
This year’s BLOOM proceeds went to better equip our brand-new STEM Lab and bolster our aging technological infrastructure. 
Our STEM lab has offered all K-8 students a space to learn and explore together using a hands-on curriculum. In addition, we 
purchased new SMART Boards for several classrooms too! 

 We purchased new lockers for our middle school students and renovated certain classrooms to accommodate our growth. 
 We replaced the computers in our computer lab that were nearly a decade old so students can continue to learn through 
   new and innovative technology strategies. 

 A portion of the funds went to help fund our future by going to the  
   St. Odilia Connor Anderson Scholarship Endowment Fund so every  
   child has access to our school. 

 A portion of the proceeds will also go towards increasing our  
   capability to meet the needs of all learners through the purchase  
   of new curriculum, instructional supplies, and fulfilling our teachers’  
   wish lists, etc. 

 
You have made such a difference in the lives of all the students, staff,  
and community of St. Odilia. THANK YOU! 

 



Enrollment 
For the fourth year in a row, we will increase in enrollment. Our school continues to grow without losing the family and community 
“feeling” people so often talk about. We will increase in enrollment going from 615 students preschool – 8th grade in the  
2018-2019 year to over 650 next year, having six sections of preschool, three sections of grades K-3, and two sections of 4-8.  
Did you know that we have increased enrollment by over 100 students since 2014?!  
 
Accreditation Self-Study Year 
2019-2020 will be an important year for our  
community as it is year six of our seven-year  
accreditation cycle. This means we will spend  
the year completing an in-depth and internal  
“self-study” to ensure we are meeting and  
exceeding all the Minnesota Non-Public School 
Accreditation Association (MNSAA) standards  
of compliance. The self-study will also include a 
parent-survey. As a result of this study, we will  
be able to create a new strategic plan as we  
conclude our current one. Finally, in 2020-2021,  
a team will come onsite to validate and affirm our 
self-study and provide further guidance on how 
we can become even better. 
 
Inclusivity Initiative 
One area in particular that we do not need a self-study to show that we want to grow in is our inclusivity. In conjunction with the 
surveys listed above, tasks forces, etc., we will find new and better ways to learn how we can grow in celebrating our differences 
and continue to grow together as one school family. The fact is that St. Odilia families come from different backgrounds, different 
ethnicities, and races. We live in different cities, in different types of homes, have different religions, and different financial  
situations. Our students have different academic abilities, different athletic abilities, and different learning needs. 
  
As part of our focus on inclusivity, this fall our staff will partner with St. Mary’s University and the Center for Culturally Responsive 
Engagement and receive professional development to ensure all students and families feel welcomed and appreciated.   

In addition, to meet the needs of those students with dyslexia, dysgraphia, and other reading challenges, all teachers will attend a 
3-day workshop at St. Odilia specific to literacy and teaching students to have greater phonemic awareness and reading success. 
 
We have a sincere desire to grow, and it is our belief that through training, staff development, a year of self-study, and engaging  
in these conversations, we will create more awareness and then take the necessary actions that come as we recommit ourselves 
to inclusivity; so every soul that walks through our doors feels welcomed, known, and loved. Everyone not only has a place at 
our table, but are all invited to our table! 
 

 

 

 

Looking to the Future  

 



St. Odilia completed its sixth year using the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) standardized tests, the Measures of  
Academic Progress (MAP). MAP tests are computer administered and scored achievement tests designed to measure growth in 
student learning for individual students, classrooms, and the school as a whole. Tests for mathematics and reading are given to 
grades K-8. Tests for language usage are given in grades 2-8. Tests for science are given to students in grades 5 and 7. St. Odilia 
administers MAP in these areas during the fall and spring to all students. The math test was also administered during the winter 
session in all grades this year. 
 
Scores are reported in RIT units. The RIT Scale is a curriculum scale that uses individual item difficulty values to estimate student 
achievement. The RIT scale is an equal interval scale. Equal interval means that the difference between scores is the same regardless 
of whether a student is at the top, bottom, or middle of the RIT scale, and it has the same meaning regardless of grade level.  
 
St. Odilia students’ average scores in math, reading, and language are higher than the national average in every grade level, with 
many grade’s averages in the 90th percentile or above nationally. St. Odilia averaged more than nine RIT points above the national 
average - amounting to a full grade level or more above national norms in most grades.  
 
A visual summary of St. Odilia’s spring testing results is shown below. Each graph shows the average score for St. Odilia students 
at each grade level as compared to the national average at that grade level. 
 
While we are happy with our scores compared to the national average, we have shifted our focus to a growth mindset when  
looking at our results. In this way, we can use our data to help our teachers identify specific skills to target in the classroom in  
order to ensure students are growing in their knowledge in the subjects tested. 
 
In the fall, St. Odilia teachers analyzed previous years’ growth numbers by identifying the percentage of students who meet or  
exceed their projected growth. Nationally, 50% of students meet or exceed their projected growth. At St. Odilia, we found on  
average 55% of our students met or exceeded their growth. With that in mind, we made a school goal that 60% of our students 
would meet or exceed their growth projection this school year. We placed an emphasis on math as that was our lowest performing 
of the four subject areas. Teachers received professional development three separate times during the year in which a facilitator 
helped teachers analyze their fall and winter math MAP results. Teachers used these results to help plan whole group instruction  
and identify skills that individual students were ready to learn. This extra effort resulted in 60.2% of St. Odilia students meeting  
or exceeding their projected growth in math. St. Odilia hopes to continue and build upon this success next year! 

 

 

Testing Results 

Grade 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 K 

St. Odilia Mean 198.6 210.0 216.5 232.0 231.5 245.5 243.1 193.8 168.3 

National Norm  192.1 203.4 213.5 221.4 225.3 228.6 230.9 180.8 159.1 



 

 

Testing Results 

 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

K 162.3 158.1 

1 185.1 177.5 

2 194.6 188.7 

3 207.7 198.6 

4 213.1 205.9 

5 221.5 211.8 

6 222.2 215.8 

7 233.7 218.2 

8 230.1 220.1 

 

 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

5 211.0 205.3 

7 221.5 210.9 

 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

2 196.9 189.7 

3 208.4 200.0 

4 215.2 206.7 

5 220.2 211.5 

6 222.4 215.3 

7 232.3 217.6 

8 230.3 219.0 



 

 

 


